
THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, JUNE 11, 1857.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASS. MEDICAL SOCIETY.
The Annual Meeting of our State Society, held in New Bedford, on

the 3d instant, Avas numerously attended. A large number of Fellows
were no doubt tempted by the delightful weather to leave their accus-
tomed labors in order to participate in the festivities of Ihe Society,
which, on that day, celebrated its seventy-sixth anniversary. On the
preceding evening, the Councillors met for tho election of officers,
a list of which Avili be found beloAv ; they were hospitably and ele-
gantly entertained by Dr. Bartlett,

The meeting of the Society was held in the new and beautiful Lib-
erty Hall, at 11 o'clock, the chair being occupied by tho newly-elected
President, Dr. Luther V. Bei.i,, of Oharlestown.

The first business being the reading of Original Communications,
Dr. Henry 0. Perkins, oí Nowburyport, read an elaborate paper on

Typhus and Typhoid Fevers.
Dr. .Bowditcii, of tho Committee on Registration, made a verbal re-

port, asking that the Committee be discharged from further considera« •

tion of the subject, which was granted.
The reports of the Treasurer and Auditor having been read, Dr.

Goui.n, chairman of the Committee on Prize Essays, announced that
six dissertations had been offered for the prize of one hundred dollars,
to be awarded, by a Fellow of tho Society, to the author of the best
essay on the following subject : "We would regard every approach
toward the rational and successful prevention and management of dis-
ease, Avithout the necessity of drugs, to bo an advance in favor of hu-
manity and scientific medicine." Two of these essays, each, bearing
the device "Natura duce," were judged worthy of a prize, Avhich
th.e Committee were unanimous in according to one of these, previous-
ly marked No. 1. Dr. Gould then handed to the President the enve-
lope accompanying the essay. The President broke Ihe seal, and
read the name of Dr. WoRTHlNGTON Eooker, of New Haven. This
announcement was received with applause. The President then sla-
ted that another prize of one hundred, doliars was offered by a Fellow
of the Society for the best essay on some subject to be announced
hereafter.

The report id' the Committee on Criminal Abortions before tho Suf-
folk District Society was then dismissed, the rules being suspended
by special voté. The debate avus warmly and ably sustained I'm
about an hour and a half, the principal speakers being Drs. II. R.
Storer, .1. Bigelow, .1. Ware, Ephraim Buck, C. 0. Chaffee., of Spring-
Bold, ami Henry L. Childs, of I'disiieid. The resolutions offered by
the Committee were finally referred to a committee consisting ol
Messrs. F. Hooper, of Fall River; J. Bigelow, J. Ware, Chas. Gordon,
II. R. Storer, of Boston ; J. 0. Dalton, of Lowell, and E. Hunt, of
Danvers, who are to report to the Councillors at their next meeting.

At 1 o'clock Ihe Annual Address was pronounced by Dr. Maiisiiau,
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S. Perry, of Boston. The subject selected for the occasion was the
State of Medical Education, and the necessity of raising the standard
of professional acquirements among us. The orator considered that
this could best be accomplished by making the requirements for ad-
mission into the Society more stringent, thus affording the public a

guarantee against, the im.Is of irregular practitioners. Dr. Perry
proposed a divorce of the Society from the Harvard (.Massachusetts)
and Pittsfield schools of medicine, so that a diploma from either of
these shall no longer admit an applicant into the Society without ex-
amination. Dr. Ferry's address was eminently practical, and was
characterized by BOUndness ami wisdom. We cordially concur in tho
sentiments which are expressed in it ; ami we feel confident that it
will be read with interest by those of the Fellows who were not so

fortunate as to hear it.
After the address, the Fellows inarched in procession, under the di-

rection of Dr. Charles Gordon, of Boston, Chief Marshal, to the City
Hall, where they sat down to an abundant and excellent dinner. In-
cluding the invited guests, the number at table Avas between two
hundred and fifty and three hundred. A blessing was invoked by the
Rev. Mr. Parker, and alter full justice had been done to tho viands,
speeches Avere made by a large number of gentlemen, among Avhom
were the Hon. John 11. Clifford, Dr. Bigelow, lion. Elisha Huntington,
Dr. Ferry, Rev. Mr. Parker, lion. 0. C. Chaffee, of Springfield, Dr.
Childs, Dr. Channing, Dr. Ilomans, and Dr. Moore of tho army.
We regret that we have not room to report all these addresses. That
of Mr. Clifford was one of the happiest efforts of that distinguished
speaker which avo have ever heard ; it was listened to with deep inter-
est, and repeatedly interrupted by bursts of applause. Rev. Mr.
Parker made a very happy allusion to the affinity between Ihe clerical
and medical professions, which, he said, coalesced like two circles,
whose circumferences pass through each others' centros. Dr. Bige-
low's remarks, which avc give entire, will speak for themselves. They
were in answer to a sentiment alluding to Boston as the Athens of tho
\ew World, and were received with the greatest applause.

"Mr. President :—Whether Boston is or is not the Athens of Ame-
rica, the favorable manner in which you have noticed its reputation,
requires that those who sail under the ensign alluded to should not
show themselves indifferent to the compliment bestowed. But I am
sure that there are gentlemen prosont from Boston, much move com-

petent than myself to respond to the flattering sentiment which has
been applied to that city. And I am also sure that Boston is indebted
for much of the prosperity and intelligence which it may possess, to
¡Is prompt and extensive intercourse with the citizens of other parts
of the Commonwealth. To-day, all of us must rejoice to find our-
selves among our brethren of Bristol County, in the opulent, beauti-
ful and hospitable city of New Bedford.

" But though I have been accustomed to visit this city, one or moro
times in a year, and trust 1 have many friends hero, yet one may feel
a justifiable timidity on the subject of showing his head publicly
above water, in a place from whose spirited inhabitants it is known
that much larger animals are not accounted safe, and where, in particu-
lar, if any one ventures to spout, he may chance to get a harpoon
in him.
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" I have been profoundly impressed, since my arrival in this place, by
the appearance of the city and surrounding scenery. As 1 this morn-
ing passed along the shore of its beautiful bay, and saw a. noble ship
standing inward, Avith her swelling sails and freighted wealth, from
a more than three years' voyage, I did involuntary homage to the sa-

gacity Avhich had planned and Ihe indomitable courage which had exe-

cuted not only this, but hundreds of such yearly enterprises.
"1 would accord all honor to the city of New Bedford, a place crea-

ted by the almost miraculous energy of its own inhabitants, from what
was originally an uninviting nook on the shore of Buzzard's Fay, with
only rocks on one side and sail water on Ihe other. We Ibis day see
these rocks converted into walls and pavements and palaces, and this
small bay sending out Heels that cover all oceans, ami monopolize, as

it were, in the face of the American and European world, the richest
of their products. It is no small triumph that, this city, seconded by
a few smaller ones, nearly all lying east of the Hudson, has been able
to drive competition from the seas, and levy undisputed tribute upon
every whale-ground in every parallel of latitude, We, sir, of the Fast,
have long been accustomed to speak of the far expanding West, of Ohio,
of Kanzas, of California. But, sir, there is a West beyond all this,
illimitable as the vast Pacific, unbounded and inexhaustible in ils pro-
ducts, subjugated, and, as it Avere, annexed to Massachusetts by the
grace of God and the dauntless energy of our whalemen.

" Sir, avo could do better without tho gold of California than Avith-
out the oil of the Pacific. The one is depreciating in the scale of rela-
tive worth, while the other is constantly increasing in request. Gold
has but little value in its practical adaptation lo Ihe absolute wants of
mankind, but oil enlightens and illuminates our continent; it causes
tho hinges of society to move easily, it lubricates our complicated en-

gines and greases the wheels of our loci.ilion. The hunted whales
of every ocean can scarce supply Ihe demand fur it, and ¡I from any
cause our hardy New England sailors should abandon their favorite
chase, nur lamps would faro like those of the foolish virgins, and
révolutions Avould rub hard around tho creaking axles of our ma-

chinery.
" Shakspeare long ago said, that ' tho sovereign's!; thing mi earth

is parmaceti for an inward bruise.' I know not. whether the knowledge
of this valuable secret, has been properly kept up to the present, time.
Fut, sir, I am certain that if this method of treating internal contu-
sions has boon replaced by worse kinds of practice, Ihe material itself
luis been applied I o better uses.

"I am sorry that my speech is rough when it ought to be smooth,
in a region flowing With sperm oil, and a city based on spermaceti.
And, if it will smooth my way or my utterance, 1 would add that
among all the cities which it has been my fortune In visit, at home
and abroad, I have met Avilh no one which, in enterprise, intelligence
and success, is worthy to hold a candle to New Bedford.

" Confident thai Ihe prowess of nur New England seamen will be
heard of as long as there is a monster to be found in Behring's Strait,
or an abandoned ship in Baffin's Hay—I give you, sir:—

" The Sailors of Southern Massachusetts—-May they continuo their arduous, adventurous and
prosperous career, until lamps slitill have gone out of use and whalebone shall have ¡rone out of
fashion—until rif^lii whales shall be no Longer left, and future Jonahs shall have lo look elsewhere
for suitable accommodations."
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Tho Avholo day passed off in tho most agreeable manner. Most of
tho Fellows from Boston returned, in a special train, at 7¿ in the even-

ing, after one of tho most successful and pleasant anniversaries which
the annals of the Society contain.

The following is a list of the officers elected by the Councillors :—
Luther V. Bell, of Cbarlestown, President ; Tuns. R. Boutei.i.e, of
Filchlntrg, Vice President ; J. B. Alley, of Boston, Recording Secre-
tary ; 15. J'j. CuTTiNu, of Roxbury, Corresponding Secretary; Augustus
A. Gour.n, of Boston, Treasurer ; Wm. E. Coale, of Boston, Dibrarian.

THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE UPON CRIMINAL AliORTlONS.
Lest Ihere should bo any misunderstanding in regard to the position

of the Journal ami the views of its editors relative to this subject,
and more especially since the severo animadversion by a prominent
member of the Suffolk District Medical Society upon us, at its last
meeting, for admitting the article upon the said Report, which stands
on page 346 of our issue for May 28th, we take occasion to say that wo
do not consider the charge laid upon us of " libelling the profession "

at all sustainable. The sentence in the article referred to which fur-
nished the occasion for tho " digression " from the immediate subject
under discussion, and held us up, in the speaker's opinion, lo the eon-
dernnation of the Society, is this: " Argue as forcibly as they may,
to their own satisfaction, the Committee will fail to convince the pub-
lic that abortion in the early months is a crime, and a large proportion
of the medical profession Avili tacitly support tho popular vícav of the
subject."

We are willing to allow that this is capable of a construction which
would imply a "libel" on the profession ; but it is also capable of
another, and which, lo all Avho know either the writer of the article or
the editors of this Journal, will, avo believe, bo the one most naturally
suggested. We should he mil n, little, and most disagreeably sur-

prised, did we think" there was even one, in the profession or out of il,
who could for a moment imagine we admit that any honorable physi-
cian panders, ever so slightly, or even "tacitly," to the procurement
of criminal abortion. But (hat, either from sheer ignorance or a lack
nl high moral sense, both of which are so lamentably apparent, alike
in city ami country, the public do not consider " abortion in the early
months" a crime, is only too evident—and what we understood by
Ihe expression which has excited so much feeling, is that the profes-
sion, or a " large proportion " of it, has not hitherto considered, and
dues nul now consider, it worth while to wasle lime upon people who
will mil be convinced, and who are nearly always wholly uninformed,
upon Ihe morale of the act, at least, l'y admitting the article in
question, we in no degree compromised ourselves, or oxpressed an

opinion contrary to the above; neither does Ihe article betray such
sentiments on the part of the writer. We presume that oven the de-
nunciator of the article will mil assert Ihe contrary ; indeed, bis own

complimentary expressions in reply to our verbid repudiation of libel-
lous intentions and acts, sufficiently prove this. Nor need we add
anything to our remarks offered at Ihe time, to further express our

surprise al the allegation made against us, or to define our own posi
linn in regard lo the whole matter. Coinciding as wo ever have with
those who see the necessity of dispelling the ignorance above re-
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ferred to, and of exposing the wickedness of criminal abortion, tit all
• periods, we lose no opportunity presented to us to do our share of the
work. This is not only the province but the duty of every honesl
man ; how far legislative action can advance reform, is a questionable
matter which we need not here consider.

A few words with regard tó editorial responsibility. Probably none

can have a keener sense of this, or have it more frequently or forcibly
brought before them. We endeavor to study it and realizo it, as a

part of our everyday task. Let us, however, disabuse the miuds of
any who may, by a strange mistake, suppose that our independence
of action can be effectively invaded. With every wish to do only
that which is just, courteous and true, avo cannot agree to excludo
articles which we very well know contain opinions adverse to those of
many whom wo are proud to call our friends, merely because they are
adverse ; nor do we believe that any one will expect us to do this. Cer-
tainly Ave should deserve no respect from the profession or the com-
munity, were we capable of so partial—so paltry a course. We think,
moreover, that avo can guarantee the most sensitive against being
slandered—we hope even wounded in their feelings, by any commu-
nications whose printing avo authorize.

FISKE FUND PRIZE DISSERTATIONS.
Messrs. Editors,—The Trustees of the " Fiske Fund" announced,

at the late annual meeting of tho Rhode Island Medical Society, the
two following subjects for prize dissertations for the year 1858;

I. The effects of the use of alcoholic liquors on tubercular disease,
or in constitutions predisposed lo such disease. To be supported by
fads, presented as far as possible in statistical form.

II. The morbid effects of the retention in the blood of the elements
of the urinary secretion.

For the best dissertation on either of these subjects, they offer a
premium Of One hundred dollars. Fach dissertation should be sen!
anonymously, but designated by some motto, and accompanied by a
packet containing the sanu? motto on the outside, and the writer's
name and residence inside. The packets accompanying unsuccess-
ful dissertations are destroyed unopened. The dissertations should
be sent, free of expense, to Dr. S. A. Arnold, Secretary of the Fiske
Fund Trustees, Providence, R. I., on or before May 1st, 1858; and
the premiums will be announced al the annual meeting of tho Rhode
Island .Medical Society at Newport, .Fine 80th, 1858. In behalf of
the Trustees, Yours respectfully, C. W. Parsons.

Makribd,—At Jamaica Plain, June 4th, Dr. J. l- Williams u> Miss M. L. Williams.

Dikd,—At Carmel, Mu., May lath, Dr. Paul Buggies, 64.

Deaths in Boston for the weuk endimr Saturday n., .Tuno Oth. 07. Male« 86—Females, 81.-—
Accident, 1—bronchitis, 1—congestion of the brain, 1—-disease of the bruin, 1—oanoer, 1—consumption, i(>

convulsions, y—chotera Infantum, 1—croup, 1—dropsy. 1—dropsy In the head, 2—drowned, I—debility*
1—Infantile diseases, 10—intermittent fever, 2—scarlet fever, 4—disease of the heart, 1—haemorrhage of
the lungs, 1—disease of the kidneys. 1—inflammation of the lungs, 2—disease of the liver, 1—marasmus,
S3—palsy, 8—pleurisy, 1—teething, 5—tumor In uterus, 1

-

unknown, 1—whooping cougbi I*
under 6 years, 27—between 5 and 20 years, 8—between 20 and -lu years, 14—between 40 und 00 years,

0—above uu years, 9. Born in the United States, W—Irelandj 14—other places, 8.

Erratum. \p=m-\Page 358, line 22, for "much smaller" read larger.
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27« Medical Society of South Western New York held its annual session in
Westfield, Chautauque Co., on Wednesday, May 13th. It was attended by an,
effective number of its members, and was one of unusual interest. After a

sumptuous dinner, ihn Society elected its ollicers for the ensuing year :

President. Dr. G. W. Hazeltiue, Jamestown ; Vice President, Dr. T. D. Strong;,
Westfield: Secretary, Dr. W. P. Bemus, Jamestown ; Executive Committee, Dr.
C. E. Washbui'ii, Fïedouia, Dr. Edson Boyd, Ashville, Dr. A. Cochrane, Westfield.

Standing Committees were appointed—On Epidemics and Endemics, on Sur-
gery, on Obstetrical Statistics, on Drugs and their adulterations.

Several questions lor discussion came before the meeting, suggested by cases
of special interest, and occupied the individual attention of the members, till they
adjourned lo hear the Address of the President, Dr. Hazeltiue.

The next session of the Society will be held in Jamestown, on the first Wed-
nesday of August next, at which time A. Hazehine, Esq., will present the bio-
graphy of the late Dr. L. Hazeltiue. The regular Address will be delivered by
Dr. T. D. Strong, of Westfield.

Stale Institution for Idiotic and Imbecile Youth in Ohio.—The Legislature, at the
session just closed, passed an act establishing a school for the idiotic and imbecile
of our Slate. Trustees were appointed who have entered upon their duties ; a

building has been rented, and the institution will go into operation at once. Dr.
R. J. Patterson, of Columbus, and formerly Superintendent of the Indiana Insane
Asylum, has been appointed lo lake charge of il as Superintendent, and who will
give any desired information concerning its operations. From the experience and
ability of Dr. Patterson we anticipate a successlul experiment in the working of
this useful addition to our benevolent institutions. Experience has amply proved
llio irreal advantages lo be hat! from proper training to this neglected portion of
our race, and that the blessings of a kind Providence will smile on any well di-
rected efforts for their amelioration we fully believe.— Cincinnati Med. Observer.

Amylene on the Continent.—Professor Tourdes has published several anieles in
the Gazette Médicale de Strasbourg, and also presented a paper to the Academy of
Sciences, on the administration ol amylene. M. Tourdes's experiments in public

raclice are numerous : and, alter detailing the phenomena produced by amylene,
c offers the following propositions :—" I do not hesitate in asserting that amylene

will prove very valuable with infants and young subjects; for we can depend
upon—1, facility ol application; 2, certainty of effects; and, 3, innocuous action.
To these advantages may be added—I, the rare occurrence of nausea and vomit-
ing : 2, possibility of producing at will slight or deep anaesthesia, transitory or last-
ing, with or without muscular relaxation ; and, 3, undelayed waking up, without
subsequent unpleasant symptoms. I would advise amylene for cases where
anœstheBÎa of short duration is sufficient, for operations performed with rapidity,
or for investigations bearing upon diagnosis ; chloroform should be used when
deep anaesthesia is required, as in capital operations, when the surgeon should
not be disturbed by the idea of the rapid waking of his patient.—London Lancet.

A Monstrosity.—The Gazette of Lisbon gives the description of a child present-
ing an almost unexampled monstrosity. His name is Feliciano Assompero, and he
was bom without any trace of upper or lower extremities, no rudiments whatever
being observable. The boy is now twelve years old, is very intelligent, and has
an excellent memory. He weighs about 30 lbs., is 17 inches high, and the cir-
cumference of the chest, on à level with the xiphoid cartilage, measures 21
inches. The thorax is covered with a thick layer of fat.—Ibid.

Miss Nightingale.—On the 14th instant, Miss Nightingale, accompanied by
Sir John M Neil and Professor Sytne, visited the Surgical Hospital and medical
wards of the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, and minutely examined all the ar-

rangements of this establishment.—Ibid.
Fracture of Cluviclc United without Deformity, by Position.—A case of fracture

of the clavicle is reported by Dr. Eve (Nashville Jour, of Med. and Surg.) in
which Ihn patient had, also, received a severe wound of the arm. For this, he
was confined to his bed, ou his back, nearly six weeks; at the end of which
time, the clavicle was found to have united without deformity.—New York Jour-
nal of Medicine.

i:
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